
A  Finding receptive hearts. 

❖ The Jews usually followed alternative routes to go from Jerusalem to Galilee so not to go 

through Samaria. Then why did Jesus need to go through that region? 

❖ The disciples considered useless to preach in that hostile land. However, the Holy Spirit had 

been working in the hearts of the Samaritans in Sychar to make them receptive to the 

message. 

❖ Therefore, Jesus needed to plant the truth there. That sowing brought its first fruits soon, 

and an abundant harvest later (John 4:39-41; Acts 8:5-25). 

B  Speaking words of congratulations. 

❖ A harsh and critical attitude will drive people away from us. They will not want to hear to 

our testimony. 

❖ On the contrary, words of congratulations will strengthen people and will help their faith to 

grow. 

❖ In Matthew 15:21-28, a Canaanite woman came to Jesus with a request, and she was not 

willing to accept “no” for an answer. Jesus congratulated her in front of His disciples; He 

told her, “great is your faith!” 

❖ Jesus also congratulated Mary after she was harshly criticized because of her act towards 

Him: “She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial.” (Mark 14:8) 

C  Emphasizing the positive. 

❖ Paul wrote his letters to encourage and strengthen the local churches. 

❖ Sometimes he had to reprimand them because of their mistakes, but he always emphasized 

the positive things in them first. 

❖ It’s important to cultivate the habit of finding the good things in people. 

❖ This way we’ll create deep bonds of friendship and we’ll bring them closer to Christ. 

D  Accepting people. 

❖ Jesus knows both the good and bad things in us. Despite that, He still accepts us, forgives 

us, and loves us. 

❖ We don’t deserve His acceptance, but He accepts us in His kindness. 

❖ Shouldn’t we accept others as God accepts us? 

❖ An attitude of acceptance and love will open the hearts and change the lives of those 

around us. 

E  Teaching in love. 

❖ Teaching the truth without love leads to either an accusing legalism or an indifferent 

tolerance. 

❖ Teaching the truth in love captivates the hearts and leads people to a saving relationship 

with Jesus. 

❖ We must be ready to defend what we believe in. However, we should always do so with 

humbleness, respect, and love (1 Peter 3:15 NIV). 

❖ Show others the same love Christ has shown towards us. 

❖ Ask the Holy Spirit to lead us to people with a receptive heart. Then emphasize the good 

things we see in them, accept them without criticizing them, and teach them in love. 


